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By means of all these transformations, the French Revo-
lution freed latent energies of thought and action, which
had been accumulating in Western civilization since the
Renaissance, and which were violently released during the
century from 1814 to ig^-the real nineteenth century,
rather than that of the calendar. No other century has
displayed such inventive and active energy; and it was
the Revolution which set it in motion.
And now for its liabilities, which resulted from the
great panic.
Above all, the abolition of the law of nations, which
had been the best and the greatest of eighteenth-century
creations; the initiation of conscription and total war, as
a result of which Europe is today threatened with destruc-
tion. The fifth of September, 1798, the day on which the
Directory approved the law establishing conscription, is a
decisive date in the history of the Revolution and of
Europe,
The political confusion of a certain number of countries
in Europe must also be laid to the door of the Revolution.
The revolutionary invasions spread the great panic every-
where; the great panic weakened the Old Regime s every-
where, at the same time that it instilled hatred for the
principles of the Revolution. The result has been that,
since 1814, certain countries of Europe have been unable
to govern themselves either by the principles of the Old
Regime or by those of the Revolution. For more than a ceit
tury, they have sought everywhere for a political principle
which is neither of the Old Regime nor of the Revolution;
they cannot find it because it does not exist, and, frightened
by their failure to resolve an impossible problem, they be-
come in their turn a terror to other countries.
In short, it was the Revolution which created dictator-
ship as a stable form of government, Europe, if she wishes
to find her way out of the chaos which is threatening to be
hei; doom, will have to make up her mind to re-evaluate,